2010 Session of the Florida Legislature
Week 6 Committee Meetings
Quick Summary

The major education news from this legislative week is that the three high
profile bills affecting public schools passed the House of Representatives
and will soon be on their way to the Governor. Senate Joint Resolution 2
which would modify the Constitutional limits on school class size to require
compliance to be calculated at the school rather than the classroom level,
passed by a vote of 77 to 14 meeting the necessary 3/5 majority approval.
Senate Bill 4 which increases high school course requirements and directs
the development and use of end of course exams that will eventually replace
parts of FCAT passed by a vote of 106 to 12. Finally, Senate Bill 6 which
establishes the basis for a new personnel appraisal system, eliminates the
possibility of professional service contracts for all new hires, and requires
pay increases to be based on performance rather than the job longevity and
degree attainment passed by a vote of 64 to 55 after many hours of
rancorous debate. (Late note: Senate Bill 6 has already been presented to
the Governor)

The House and Senate bills on the three issues were virtually identical. This
allowed the House to take up the Senate bills, which had already passed the
Senate and were in the House in messages, in lieu of the House measures
and pass them on to the Governor. In the following descriptions of
committee and council activities you will notice House Council
consideration of the House versions of the standards and assessments bill
and the personnel bill. The Council action was necessary to get the bills on
the House Calendar and in the proper posture to substitute the Senate bills.

Monday, April 5, 2010

House Education Policy Council

H7053 GENERAL BILL/CS by Full Appropriations Council on Education &
Economic Development; PreK-12 Policy (EPC); Legg; (CO-SPONSORS) Mayfield;
Van Zant (Similar CS/CS/2ND ENG/S 0004, Compare H 0061, H 0209, H 0473, H 1173,
H 7037, S 0120, S 0420, S 1154, S 2262) Public School Assessments; Revises statewide
student achievement testing program; discontinues administration of certain FCAT
assessments in specified school years; requires end-of-course assessments in certain
subjects beginning with students entering grade 9 in specified school years; requires use
of scaled scores & achievement levels for measuring student's knowledge & skills;




provides for waiver of assessment requirements for certain students. The bill passed
by a vote of 17 to 0. There were no amendments.

H7189 GENERAL BILL by PreK-12 Policy (EPC); Legg (Similar CS/CS/2ND
ENG/s 0006, Compare H 7037, S 2740) Education Personnel; Revises provisions relating
to teacher preparation programs, school district compensation & salary schedules,
appraisal of education personnel, & educator certification requirements; requires school
districts to develop & implement end-of-course assessments; creates Performance Fund
for Instructional Personnel & School-Based Administrators. The bill passed by a vote

of 12 to 5. Thirteen amendments were offered, none passed.

Tuesday, April 6, 2010

Senate Education Pre-K — 12 Committee

S642 GENERAL BILL by Smith; (CO-INTRODUCERS) Sobel (Similar CS/H
0467) Public K-12 Education/Teen Dating Violence & Abuse [SPSC]; Provides that
comprehensive health education taught in the public schools shall include a component
on teen dating violence and abuse for students in grades 7 through 12. Requires district
school boards to adopt and implement a dating violence and abuse policy. Provides
policy requirements. Requires the Department of Education to develop a model policy.
Requires school personnel training. Two amendments were adopted; eliminating
the requirement that a list of legal remedies be given to the victims of date
violence, requiring DOE to develop a model policy for districts by January
1, 2011. The bill passed as a Committee Substitute by a vote of 5 to 2.

S1138 GENERAL BILL/CS by Transportation; Fasano (Similar CS/CS/H 0399,
Compare 5 2652) Motor Vehicles [CPSC]; Requires the application form for motor
vehicle registration or renewal of registration to include language permitting the
applicant to make a voluntary contribution to Blind Babies and Blind Youth Services, to
The Arc of Florida, or to Ronald McDonald House. Provides for the distribution of funds
collected to the Florida Association of Agencies Serving the Blind, Inc. Provides that

such contributions are not considered income of a revenue nature. The Committee
made three changes to the bill; added language to the form clarifying that
donations to ARC are for developmental disabilities, added an ARC
voluntary contribution option to driver’s license forms, changed the bills
effective date from July 1 to October 1, 2010. The bill passed as a
Committee Substitute by a vote of 8 to 0.

S2118 GENERAL BILL by Gardiner; (CO-INTRODUCERS) Fasano; Dean;
Storms (Compare CS/H 1073, S 2616) Students with Disabilities/Seclusion/Restraint
[SPSCT]; Provides that manual physical restraint shall be used only in an emergency when
there is an imminent risk of serious injury or death to the student or others. Prohibits




school personnel from placing a student in seclusion. Requires that school personnel be
trained and certified in the use of manual physical restraint. Requires the school to
prepare an incident report after each occasion of student restraint and specifies contents

of report. The bill was essentially rewritten by a strike-all amendment that,
among other things, deleted the definitions, legislative intent and findings,
provided that persons with developmental disabilities have the right to be
free from abuse and neglect regardless of the setting, and requires
modifications of existing requirements for in-service or continuing education
beginning in the 2010-2011 school year. The bill passed as a Committee
Substitute by a vote of 7 to 0.

S2224 GENERAL BILL by Siplin (Identical H 1595) Job Opportunities for Youth
[WPSCT; Provides legislative intent to support statewide vocational training and
placement provided to at-risk youth through the Jobs for Florida's Graduates program.
Requires that a proposal for funding a statewide summer program for youth employment
be submitted to the Florida Endowment Foundation for Florida's Graduates. Revises the
excise tax amount payable by manufacturers, distributors, and vendors of malt beverages.

The bill passed by a vote of 8 to 0.

S1920 GENERAL BILL by Wise (Similar H 1369) Florida Endowment for
Vocational Rehabilitation [EPSC]; Removes a provision that requires the State Board of
Administration to invest and reinvest moneys in the endowment fund for the Florida
Endowment for Vocational Rehabilitation. Requires that a specified percent of the
remainder of all civil penalties received by a county court pursuant to specified
provisions be remitted to the Department of Revenue on a monthly basis for deposit in
the endowment fund. The bill was amended to provide that all funds being held
by the SBA for investment or reinvestment for the endowment fund must be
returned to the fund after a reasonable time. The bill passed as a Committee

Substitute by a vote of 8 to 0.

S2014 GENERAL BILL/CS by Commerce; Wise (Similar CS/H 1203, Compare H
0719, H 1571, CS/S 1382, S 2710) Early Learning [CPSC]; Deletes an obsolete reference to
the repealed subsidized child care program. Replaces an obsolete reference to a repealed
program with an updated reference to the school readiness program. Revises procedures
for child care market rate reimbursement and child care grants. Clarifies that a licensed
foster home may be dually licensed as a family day care home or large family child care
home and receive certain payments for the same child. The bill was not amended by

the Committee and passed by a vote of 8 to 0.

S2042 GENERAL BILL by Wise (Identical H 1041) College and Career Transition
Assistance Act [SPSC]; Establishes a school-to-work program to be operated in any
school, Department of Juvenile Justice facility, or charter school. Provides requirements
for participation in the program. Creates an endowment fund within the Florida
Endowment Foundation for Florida's Graduates. Creates the Florida Endowment




Foundation for Florida's Graduates as a direct-support organization. Requires that the
Department of Education to adopt rules. The bill was not amended by the
Committee and passed by a vote of 8§ to 0.

S2102 GENERAL BILL by Wise (Compare CS/H 0723) Postsecondary Education
Fee Waivers [SPSC]; Authorizes state universities and community colleges to waive
tuition and fees for public school instructional personnel for certain courses. Defines

public school instructional personnel. The Committee amended the bill to provide
that it applies only to classroom teachers, is available only on a space
available basis, limits the courses to undergraduate classes in special ed.,
math and science and prohibits teachers from taking the courses during the
school day. The bill passed as a Committee Substitute by a vote of 8 to 0.

S1970 GENERAL BILL by Detert (Compare CS/H 1287, CS/H 5101)
Education/High-performing Teachers [WPSC]; Cites this act as the "High-Performing
Teacher Bonuses Act." Requires that each school district allocate 100 percent of the
funds received for instruction for the International Baccalaureate Program, Advanced
International Certificate of Education, and the Advanced Placement Program. Requires
that such funds be expended solely for administrative costs associated with such
programs and teachers' bonuses. The bill was amended to restore the $2,000 cap
on bonuses per teacher per year, establishes a $5,000 cap on bonuses per
year for teachers in D and F schools and limits $500 bonuses for AP students
in D and F schools to the first four students attaining the required test score.
The bill passed as a Committee Substitute by a 7 to 1 vote.

S1806 GENERAL BILL by Detert Pre-K through 12 Education [SPSC]; Expresses
the legislative intent to revise laws relating to pre-K through 12 education. (There will be

a proposed committee substitute for this bill). The Committee passed a Committee
Substitute that generally conforms existing statutes to changes in various
federal laws, the repeal of programs and programs that are no longer funded.
The bill passed as a Committee Substitute by an 8 to 0 vote.

S2550 JOINT RESOLUTION by Altman (Compare H 1399) Religious Freedom
[SPSC]; Proposes an amendment to the State Constitution to provide that an individual
may not be barred from participating in any public program because of choosing to use
public benefits at a religious provider and to delete a prohibition against using public
revenues in aid of any church, sect, or religious denomination or any sectarian

institution. There were no amendments. The bill passed by a 6 to 2 vote.

Senate Education Pre-K — 12 Appropriations Committee

S206 GENERAL BILL/CS by Education Pre-K - 12; Hill (Identical CS/H 0055)
District School Board Policies and Procedures [SPSC]; Provides legislative intent to




recognize student academic achievement. Encourages each district school board to adopt
policies and procedures that provide for an annual "Academic Scholarship Signing Day."

There were no amendments. The bill passed by a 6 to 0 vote.

S820 GENERAL BILL/CS by Education Pre-K - 12; Wise; (CO-
INTRODUCERS) Detert; Lynn (Similar CS/H 0461) Student Achievement in Fine
Arts Courses [SPSC]; Revises the basis for the designation of school grades to include
the performance of students who are enrolled in fine arts courses. Requires that the
Department of Education, in coordination with Florida professional arts education
associations, develop the assessments, subject to available funding. Requires that field

testing of the assessments be completed. The bill was Temporarily Postponed.

S1096 GENERAL BILL/CS by Education Pre-K - 12; Detert; (CO-
INTRODUCERS) Sobel; Gaetz (Similar CS/H 0105) Middle School Civics Education
Assessment [SPSC]; Cites this act as the "Justice Sandra Day O'Connor Civics Education
Act." Amends a specified provision relating to the Sunshine State Standards. Provides
requirements for a civics education course that a student must successfully complete for
middle grades promotion beginning with students entering grade 6 in the 2012-2013
school year. Provides requirements for course grade and course credit for subsequent

school years. There were no amendments. The bill passed by a 6 to 0 vote.

S1058 GENERAL BILL/CS/CS by Education Pre-K - 12; Criminal Justice;
Aronberg (Similar CS/H 0603) Cooperation Between Schools & Juvenile Authorities
[SPSC]; Requires that specified school personnel be notified when a child of any age is
formally charged by a state attorney with a felony or a delinquent act that would be a
felony if committed by an adult and the disposition of the charges. Authorizes certain
entities to release a student's education records without consent of the student or parent to
parties to an interagency agreement for specified purposes. There were no

amendments. The bill passed by a 6 to 0 vote.

Wednesday, April 7, 2010

House Education Policy Council

H55 GENERAL BILL/CS by PreK-12 Policy (EPC); Reed; (CO-SPONSORS)
Bullard; Jones; Pafford; Schwartz; Soto; Steinberg; Taylor (Identical CS/S 0206)
District School Board Policies and Procedures; Provides legislative intent to recognize
student academic achievement; encourages each district school board to adopt policies &
procedures that provide for annual "Academic Scholarship Signing Day." There were

no amendments. The bill passed by a 13 to 0 vote.

H603 GENERAL BILL/CS by PreK-12 Policy (EPC); Soto (Similar CS/CS/S
1058) Cooperation Between Schools & Juvenile Authorities; Requires that specified
school personnel be notified when child of any age is formally charged by state attorney




with felony or delinquent act that would be felony if committed by adult & be notified of
disposition of charges; provides for release of student's education records to parties to
interagency agreement for specified purposes without consent of student or parent.

There were no amendments. The bill passed by a 16 to 0 vote.

H747 GENERAL BILL/CS/CS by Education Policy Council; PreK-12 Policy
(EPC); N. Thompson; (CO-SPONSORS) Jones; Kreegel; Renuart; Van Zant
(Compare H 0593, CS/S 0896, S 1954) Treatment of Diabetes; Revises Diabetes Advisory
Council membership; prohibits school districts from restricting assignment of diabetic
students to certain schools for certain reasons; authorizes student to manage diabetes
while at school, at school-sponsored activities, or in transit to or from school or school-
sponsored activities with written authorization from parent & physician; provides for
indemnification of specified employees. The Council adopted a technical
amendment and passed the bill as a Council Substitute for a Council

Substitute by a 15 to 0 vote.

H1233 GENERAL BILL/CS by PreK-12 Appropriations (CEED); Jenne; (CO-
SPONSORS) Kiar (Similar S 2356) Educational Plant Surveys; Authorizes extension to
school district educational plant survey submission deadline; provides restrictions;
provides requirements for submission of request for extension to DOE & requires
department approval; provides restrictions on school district construction during
extension period. There were no amendments. The bill passed by a 15 to 0

vote.

H1505 GENERAL BILL/CS by PreK-12 Policy (EPC); Flores; (CO-SPONSORS)
Crisafulli; Porth; Precourt (Compare S 2746) McKay Scholarship/Students with
Disabilities Prog.; Revises student eligibility requirements for participation in John M.
McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program; authorizes students who are
eligible to enter kindergarten to receive John M. McKay Scholarship; provides eligibility
requirements for student identified with developmental delay; authorizes students who
were enrolled & reported by school district for funding during any prior year FEFP
surveys to receive scholarship. There were no amendments. The bill passed by a

16 to 0 vote.

Friday, April 9, 2010

Full Appropriations Council on Education and Economic Development

H1073 GENERAL BILL/CS by PreK-12 Policy (EPC); Llorente; Hukill; (CO-
SPONSORS) Ambler; Anderson; Brandenburg; Burgin; Flores; Ford; Fresen;
Glorioso; Gonzalez; Heller; Hudson; Jenne; Kiar; McBurney; Nehr; Pafford;
Planas; Porth; Precourt; Rader; Reed; Sachs; Schenck; Schultz; Schwartz;
Skidmore; Soto; Stargel; Steinberg; Tobia; T. Williams; Zapata (Compare CS/S
2118, 5 2472, S 2616) Education of Children with Disabilities; (THIS BILL COMBINES




H1073 & H81) Requires minimum training for child care personnel to include
identification & care of children with developmental disabilities; provides requirements
for use, monitoring, & reduction of unnecessary seclusion & restraint on students with
disabilities in public schools; requires regional autism centers to provide certain support
for serving children with developmental disabilities.

H1203 GENERAL BILL/CS by PreK-12 Policy (EPC); Nelson (Similar CS/CS/s
2014,Compare H 0719, H 1571, CS/S 1382, S 2710) Early Learning; Deletes or updates
obsolete references to former subsidized child care program, former prekindergarten
early intervention program, Florida First Start Program, & former State Coordinating
Council for School Readiness Programs; transfers various provisions relating to early
learning to ch. 411, F.S.

Retirement

HS5703 GENERAL BILL/1ST ENG by Full Appropriations Council on Education
& Economic Development; Rivera (Compare 1ST ENG/H 5001, 1ST ENG/S 2700)
Retirement [ WPSC]; Revises definition of term "statement value"; provides limitations
for total contributions made to certain retirement systems or plans; prohibits certain
retirement systems or plans from amortizing their unfunded liabilities over specified
period; limits amortization bases created in specified future plan years; provides
disclosure requirements; requires employers to make specified retirement contributions
on behalf of certain employees, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2010.

04/06/10 SENATE Withdrawn from Policy & Steering Committee on Ways and Means
-SJ 00423; Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00423; Read
2nd time -SJ 00506; Amendment(s) adopted (494910) -SJ 00507,
Read 3rd time -SJ 00507; Passed as amended (494910); YEAS 37
NAYS 1-SJ00507; Immediately certified -SJ 00507; Refused
to concur, acceded to the request of the House for conference
-SJ 00509
04/06/10 HOUSE In returning messages
e HB 5703 formerly CEED5SA temporarily suspends, for up to three years, the
requirements for public retirement plans to pay the full contribution rate if the
public retirement plan was actuarially funded at 90 percent or more for the
valuation performed in the plan year ending during calendar year 2008.
. FRS meets this requirement.
. This bill will be among the bills to be included in conference

H5607 GENERAL BILL by Government Operations Appropriations (CGHC);
Hays (Compare 1ST ENG/H 5001, 1ST ENG/S 2700) Retirement [WPSC]; Revises
payroll contribution rates for membership classes of FRS for state fiscal years effective
July 1, 2010, & July 1, 2011; deletes provision providing for recognition & usage of
current available excess assets of FRS Trust Fund to offset employer contribution rates
for FRS; requires state actuary to consider additional factors when conducting annual




actuarial study of FRS, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2010.

04/06/10 SENATE Withdrawn from Policy & Steering Committee on Ways and Means
-SJ 00423; Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00423; Read
2nd time -SJ 00431; Amendment(s) adopted (577306) -SJ 00431;
Read 3rd time -SJ 00449; Passed as amended (577306); YEAS 22
NAYS 17 -SJ 00449; Immediately certified -SJ 00449; Refused
to concur, acceded to the request of the House for conference
-SJ 00509

04/06/10 HOUSE In returning messages

e HBS5607 which set rates was amended to be identical to SB2022 that will require
a contribution of .25% and accordingly reduces the employer rate.
* This bill will be among the bills to be included in conference.

HS5701 GENERAL BILL by Full Appropriations Council on Education
&Economic Development; Rivera (Compare 1ST ENG/H 5001, 1ST ENG/S
2700) Health Insurance Subsidies [WPSC]; Revises provisions relating to health
insurance subsidies; provides for elimination of retiree health insurance subsidies to
certain new retirees or beneficiaries; provides for future repeal of certain retiree
health insurance subsidies; revises employer contribution requirements; provides for
future repeal of required employer contributions on behalf of specified members, etc.
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2010 except as otherwise provided.

04/06/10 SENATE Withdrawn from Policy & Steering Committee on Ways and
Means

-SJ 00423; Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00423; Read
2nd time -SJ 00506; Amendment(s) adopted (467082) -SJ 00506;
Read 3rd time -SJ 00506; Passed as amended (467082); YEAS 29
NAYS 10 -SJ 00506; Immediately certified -SJ 00506; Refused
to concur, acceded to the request of the House for conference
-SJ 00509

04/06/10 HOUSE In returning messages

e HB5701 formerly CEED4 Terminates Health Insurance Subsidy for all retirees
effective after December 31, 2010.
* This bill will be among the bills to be included in conference.

S1902 GENERAL BILL by Bennett (Compare H 0049, H 1319, H 1543, S 0198)
Public Retirement Plans [WPSC]; Requires that a retirement system or plan include in its
actuarial report a projection of the employer's annual required contributions and an
experience study. Limits the benefits payable to a member of a retirement system or plan
who has not attained 10 years of service by a certain date. Revises the calculations used
for upgrading a special risk member's contributions for past service, etc. EFFECTIVE
DATE: 07/01/2010.




04/01/10 SENATE On Committee agenda-- Community Affairs, 04/07/10, 8:00 am,
412-K --Not considered

* S1902 (local retirement plans) an amendment was placed on this bill to exclude
overtime, accrued unused sick leave or other leave or any form of payment other
than the member’s base hourly or yearly salary may not be included when
calculating average final compensation for new employees that are hired after
July 1, 2010.

*  Presently in Senate Community Affairs was on the agenda but not heard in
committee.

Other issues not included in these bills could surface as amendments to related bills

or in the conference bills. The live issues are eliminating the health insurance
subsidy and requiring member contributions to FRS.

Next Week (April 12-16)
In general, the last day for regularly scheduled House council and committee
meetings is April 15, 2010. The House leadership; however, always has the
option of calling another council or committee meeting. For example, a
House Education Policy Council meeting is scheduled for next Friday, April
16, 2010.
The last day for regular Senate committee meetings is April 20, 2010.
Tuesday, April 13, 2010

Senate Education Pre-K — 12 Appropriations Committee

S140 GENERAL BILL/CS by Governmental Oversight and Accountability; Siplin;
(CO-INTRODUCERS) Rich; Gaetz; Bullard; Lawson; Wilson; Smith; Hill (Similar
CS/H 1619) School Food Service Programs [SPSC]; Creates the Florida Farm Fresh
Schools Program within the DOE. Requires the department to work with the DOACS to
recommend policies and rules to the State Board of Education relating to school food
services which encourage schools and school districts in this state to buy fresh and local
food. Requires the DOE, in collaboration with the DOACS, to provide outreach services
regarding the benefits of fresh food products in this state. (If Received)

S1060 GENERAL BILL by Storms; (CO-INTRODUCERS) Gaetz; Crist
(Identical H 0521) Compact/Educational Opportunity/Military Children [SPSC]; Repeals
s. 5 of ch. 2008-225, Laws of Florida. Abrogates the future repeal of specified provisions
relating to the compact. Deletes provisions relating to the disclosure of information and
records and the closure of meetings by the Interstate Commission on Educational




portunity for Military Children. Provides for future legislative review and repeal of the
compact.

S1806 GENERAL BILL/CS by Education Pre-K - 12; Detert (Identical H 7037,
Compare CS/CS/H 7053, CS/H 7189, CS/CS/2ND ENG/s 0004, CS/CS/2ND ENG/s
0006, CS/CS/s 1412) Education [SPSC]; Redefines and deletes terms relating to
vocational rehabilitation programs. Revises provisions relating to eligibility for
vocational rehabilitation services. Requires the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation in
the DOE to conduct trial work experiences before determining that an individual is
incapable of benefiting from services. Requires the division to administer an independent
living program.

S1884 GENERAL BILL/CS by Finance and Tax; Altman (Compare CS/CS/H 0927)
Real Property [WPSC]; Revises the criteria under which a transfer of homestead property
is not considered a change of ownership. Provides for such provisions to apply to a
leasehold interest under certain circumstances. Provides that a change in the ownership of
nonhomestead residential property is not deemed to have occurred due to certain
transactions involving a publicly traded company.

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Senate Education Pre-K — 12 Committee

S2320 GENERAL BILL by Siplin (Identical H 1255) Code of Student Conduct
[SPSCT]; Requires the district school board to include in the code of student conduct
adopted by the board an explanation of the responsibilities of each student with regard to
appropriate dress and respect for self and others, and the role that appropriate dress and
respect for self and others has on an orderly learning environment. Provides disciplinary
actions for students who violate the dress code.

S2356 GENERAL BILL by Sobel (Similar CS/H 1233) Educational Plan Surveys
[WPSC]; Authorizes an extension to a school district educational plant survey submission
deadline. Provides requirements for the submission of a request for an extension to the
Department of Education and requiring department approval. Provides restrictions on
school district construction during the extension period. Requires the State Board of
Education to adopt rules.

S2746 GENERAL BILL by Gardiner (Compare CS/H 1505) Education Programs
for Children with Disabilities [SPSC]; Amends a provision relating to the John M.
McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program. Authorizes students who
receive certain services under the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program to
receive a John M. McKay Scholarship. Revises definitions for the Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program. Establishes a prekindergarten program option for
children with disabilities.
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S2262 GENERAL BILL by Thrasher (Similar H 1173, Compare S 0534, S 1124)
Education/Virtual School [SPSC]; Authorizes a charter school operated by a provider that
is approved by the DOE to provide online instruction. Revises provisions relating to
funding for the Florida Virtual School to conform to changes made by the act. Revises
provisions relating to home education students to allow them to enroll in courses offered
by the Florida Virtual School, or a franchise of such, and in courses offered in their local
school districts. (A proposed Committee Substitute will be offered for this

bill)

Senate confirmation hearing
State Board of Education
Mark Kaplan
Kathleen Shanahan
Susan N. Story

Friday, April 16, 2010

House Education Policy Council

(Agenda not yet available)

Questions, requests, comments and suggestions may be addressed to
mike@mixonandassociates.com
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